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nurserydom of the Tartar race* They were pressed by
the smothering of cornfields by the wind-borne sand,
from rotting sandstone mountains, A trek outward
began. It flowed periodically into India in great waves*
Large parts of the Frontier were colonized with Tartar
offshoots. The waves lapped around the valleys of
Peshawar. Wherever the hand of the Tartar has fallen,
culture has vanished into the thin air. Their domination
was widespread. Four great Tartar dynasties ruled
the whole of Asia. The almond-eyed races are the
descendants of Cain, the murderer. So the tradition
has it. The history of Tartars tinges with a bleeding
and cut-throat interest.

Then came the influence of Buddhism on the
Frontier. For up the valleys from the Indus to the Hindu
Kush are to be found the remains of Buddhist stupa
and monasteries. The Swat and Kunar Valleys are
bristling with interest. These are mingled with Greek
carvings and temples. A cultured Government in the
Frontier of those days encouraged and protected the
builders. But the Tartar invasions broke through the
Aryan fence. Buddhism also passed on to the custody
of Mongoloid folk, Chinese pilgrims came to visit the
great monasteries on the Indus. They paid homage to
the ashes of Buddha in the Kanishka Stupa outside
.modern Peshawar. This shrine was lost for many
hundred years. It has now been discovered, complete
with casket and ashes, by the enterprising Dr. Spooner
of the Indian Archaeological Department* " Therefore/'
says Sir George Macmunn, " in thinking of the North-
West Frontier of India we must think of it as a country
full of remains of the ancient Way, presenting countless
unexplored sites, and an immense wealth of Buddhist
as well as Greek remains and not merely as the bare